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INTERNET CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN (ICAC)

TASK FORCE LAUNCHES WEB SITE TO COMBAT ONLINE PREDATORS 
New Online Safety Resource Available for Kids, Parents, & Educators
http://www.novadcicac.org
FAIRFAX –Northern Virginia and District  of Columbia residents now have a new tool available to them when it comes to protecting their children of all ages from cyber predators, child pornography and child exploitation.
The Northern Virginia-Washington DC Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) Task Force today launched its Web site to provide parents, guardians, children, teenagers, educators and law enforcement with information related to everything from reporting a crime to learning the latest in Internet terms being used by today’s youth.
“The number of children and teenagers being solicited for sex and/or exploited over the Internet is a terrifying reality for our youth and their parents and educators,” Captain Gary M. Jenkins, Fairfax Office of the Bureau of Criminal Investigation and NOVA-DC ICAC Task Force coordinator, said. “This Web site is designed for children, teens, and guardians to easily seek out the information they need to report an online crime, learn about the Internet and educate themselves on how to be safe online at all times.”
The task force, which was established in November 2004 to counter society’s rapid explosion of online child exploitation, pornography and predators, is comprised of 23 local, state and federal law enforcement agencies. The NOVA–DC program is funded through a grant from the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention. 
In just over one year, the NOVA-DC ICAC Task Force has reviewed more than 300 CyberTips forwarded to them by the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC). Task Force investigators have initiated over 200 cases from those CyberTips.  Undercover Internet operations have resulted in 75 cases and 49 arrests.
In January 2006, the task force became a full-time operation and is housed at the U. S. Department of Homeland Security Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) Cyber Center Headquarters in Fairfax.

“The task force's full-time investigative presence reinforces our commitment to safeguarding youth through aggressive proactive and reactive enforcement of cyber predators,” Jenkins continued.
Participating NOVA-DC ICAC Task Force agencies include: Alexandria Police Department; Arlington Police Department; Dumfries Police Department; Fairfax City Police Department ; Fairfax County Police Department; Falls Church Police Department; 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.town.herndon.va.us/police.htm" \t "_blank" Herndon Police Department ; Leesburg Police Department ; Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office ; Manassas City Police Department ; Manassas Park Police Department; Prince William County Police Department ; Stafford County Sheriff’s Office; Vienna Police Department; Washington, DC Metropolitan Police Department; George Mason University Police Department; Northern Virginia Community College Police Department; Virginia State Police; Federal Bureau of Investigation; U. S. Department of Energy; U.S. Department of Homeland Security Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE); U.S. Postal Service. 
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